[Gemcitabine in elderly patients with unresectable pancreas cancer].
The efficacy and safety of gemcitabine at a starting dose of 1,000 mg/m2 administrated once a week for 3 weeks with 1 week's rest was investigated in elderly 11 patients with unresectable pancreatic cancer. Objective response was not documented. However, pain intensity, analgesic consumption and Karnofsky Performance Status (KPS) were frequently improved. In total, a clinical benefit was observed in 8 out of 11 (73%) patients. Toxicity was mild and well tolerated. These results suggest that gemcitabine had a superior clinical benefit and a mild toxicity profile. Gemcitabine should be the standard treatment in elderly patients with unresectable pancreatic cancer.